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U.S. PRESIDENTIAL POLITICS: THE PRIMARY PICTURE 

ANNCR: PRESIDENTIAL PRIARY ELECTIONS IN THE UNITED STATES--- 
THE PROCESS BY WHICH THE VOTERS H:DICATE HOH THEY WOULD LIKE 
TO SEE NOMINATED BY EACH PARTY---HAVE NOW ALMOST REACHED THE HALF- 
WAY HARK, FOURTEEN STATES HAVE COMPLETED THEIR PRIMARIES; 
SIXTEEN HORE WILL DO SO BETWEEN NOW AND JUNE EIGHTH, AT THIS 
HALFUAY POINT, VOA NEt!S ANALYST RONALD J. DUNLAVEY SURVEYS THE 
SITUATION: 
VOICE: 

AS FAR AS THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY IS CONCERNED, THE PRIMARY 
ELECTIONS HAVE ALREADY PRODUCED A CLEAR TREND WHICH IS NOT 
LIKELY TO BE REVERSED, JIMMY CARTER--THE FORMER GOVERNOR OF THE 
SOUTHERN STATE OF GEORGIA---HAS SCORED DECISIVE VICTORIES IN 
ONE STATE AFTER ANOTHER, AHD HAS A COMMANDING LEAD IN THE 
NUHBER OF DELEGATES PLEDGED TO SUPPORT HIii AT THE NOMINATING 
CONVENTION IN JULY. HE STRENGTHENED HIS LEAD STILL MORE ON TUESDAY 
BY WINNING---BY A WIDE HARGIN--THE DEMOCRATIC PRIMARIES IN 
GEORGIA AND INDIANA. COPT.) POLITICAL ANALYSTS BELIEVE THAT THE 
TREND IS NOT LIKELY TO BE REVERSED IN THE REIAINING PRINARIES, 
WHICH MEANS THAT MR, CARTER COULD GO TO THE CONVENTION WITH 
EXCELLENT PROSPECTS FOR AN EARLY NOMINATION, THERE*S EVEN TALK 
THAT HE HAS BEGUN TO SHIFT HIS ATTENTION TO UNIFYING THE DEIi0- 
CRATIC PARTY IN ANTICIPATION OF THE CAMPAIGN AGAINST THE REPUB- 
LICAN CANDIDATE NEXT FALL, CEND OPT.) 

BUT IF THE PRIMARIES ARE PRODUCING CLEAR-CUT RESULTS FOR THE 
DEMOCRATS, THEY APPEAR TO BE ONLY COMPLICATING THE PICTURE AS 
FAR AS THE REPUBLICANS ARE CONCERNED. BECAUSE OF THE PRESTIGE 
OF THE PRESIDENTIAL OFFICE, PLUS VICTORIES IN THE EARLY PRIMARIES, 


PRESIDENT FORD'S NOMINATION BY HIS PARTY HAD DEEN '!IDELY CON- 
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SIDERED A CERTAINTY. HIS ONLY REAL OPPONENT WAS RONALD REAGAN, 

A ONE-TIME NOVIE ACTOR AND FORHER GOVERNOR OF CALIFORNIA, WHOM 

MANY OBSERVERS THOUGHT WOULD BE QUICKLY ELIMINATED FROM THE RUNNING, 
BUT WITHIN FOUR DAYS ALL THAT HAS CHANGED. LAST SATURDAY MR. 

REAGAN WON THE REPUBLICAN PRIMARY IN TEXAS, AND YESTERDAY CTUESDAY) 
HE DEFEATED THE PRESIDENT If! THREE MORE PRIMARIES: INDIANA, 

GEORGIA AND ALAGAMA. THIS GIVES IIR, REAGAN AT LEAST A TEMPORARY 
LEAD IN THE NUMBER OF DELEGATES ACTUALLY COMMITTED TO VOTE FOR 

HIS NOMINATION, 

THE VICTORY IN INDIANA, THOUGH BY A NARRGW NARGIN, IS CONSIDERED 
PARTICULARLY IMPORTANT, BECAUSE IT IS A STATE OF THE NORTHERN 
MIDWEST WITH LARGE INDUSTRIAL AREAS. PRIOR TO THE INDIANA VOTE, 

IT HAD BEEN MAINTAINED THAT THE REAGAN APPEAL WAS CHIEFLY A 
REGIONAL ONE; THAT HE COULD WIN IN THE SOUTHERN AND SOUTHWES- 
TERN STATES BUT NOT IN THE NORE URBAN AND INDUSTRIAL REGIONS. 
THE INDIANA VICTORY APPEARS TO HAVE DEALT A SEVERE BLOW TO THAT 
THEORY. COPT.) IT ALSO INDICATES THAT THERE, AS IN TEXAS, MR. 
REAGAN IS BENEFITTING FROM THE SLOW COLLAPSE OF THE CAMPAIGN 

OF GOVERNOR GEORGE WALLACE OF ALABAMA. GOVERNOR WALLACE HAS BEEN 
THE FAVORITE CANDIDATE FOR HANY CONSERVATIVE-HINDED DEMOCRATIC 
VOTERS. BUT, WITH HIS PROSPECTS DIMMING, MANY WALLACE SUPPORTERS 
HAVE CROSSED OVER IN THESE PRINARY ELECTIONS TO THE REPUBLICAN 
SIDE AND CAST THEIR VOTES FOR REAGAN, THE NOST CONSERVATIVE OF 
REPUBLICANS. THERE CAN BE LITTLE QUESTION BUT THAT THIS "CROSS- 
OVER" VOTE, AS IT IS CALLED, HAS HURT PRESIDENT FORD. CEND OPT.) 

SO, FOR THE MOMENT, THE REAGAN FORCES ARE EXULTANT AND MR, 
FORD'S SUPPORTERS ARE CONCERNED, AND WHILE THE REMAINING SIXTEEN 
PRIMARIES ARE OF DWINDLING SIGNIFICANCE FOR THE DEMOCRATS--~ 
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IN VIEW OF MR. CARTER'S COMMANDING POSITION---THEY ARE OBVIOUSLY 
GOING TO BE OF CRITICAL INPORTANCE FOR THE REPUBLICANS. COPT.) 
IF BY ANY CHANCE HR. FORD SHOULD FAIL TO GET HIS PARTY'S NOMINATION, 
HE WOULD BE THE FIRST INCUNSCNT PRESIDENT Ii? ALMOST A HUNDRED 
YEARS WIIOQ SOUGHT THE NOMINATION AND WAS REFUSED IT. THERE ARE 
POLITICAL ANALYSTS WHO FIND IT HARD TO BELIVE THAT THIS WILL 
ACTUALLY HAPPEN; THEY STILL BELIEVE THAT HR. REAGAN'S APPEAL 

1S A LIMITED ONE, AND THEY POINT OUT THAT HIS STATEMENTS ABOUT 
THE PANAME CANAL HAVE EVEN BROUGHT HIi! UNDER SEVERE CRITICISH 
FROM ONE OF THE LEADING CONSERVATIVE MEMBERS OF HIS OWH PARTY, 
SENATOR BARRY GOLDWATER. SUT THERE ARE THOSE, TOO, WHO BELIEVE 
THAT MR. REAGAN MAY HAVE TAPPED HIDDEN SPRINGS OF FRUSTRATION 

IN THE AMERICAN ELECTORATE AND THAT HE HAY REAP THE HARVEST OF A 
VOTE OF PROTEST~--AGAINST THE GOVERNIIENT If! WASHINIGTON---ON 
VARIOUS SOCIAL, ECONOMIC AND FOREIGN POLICY ISSUES. THE TRUTH 
OF THIS THESIS REHAINS TO BE MORE THOROUGHLY TESTED IN THE 
REMAINING PRIMARIES AND AT THE CONVEHTION, MEANWHILE, IT'S A 
FAIRLY GOOD GUESS THAT COMPLACENCY HAS VANISHED FROM THE FORD 
CAMP, AND THAT THE PRESIDENT AND HIS SUPPORTERS, FROM NOW ON, 
VILL WORK HARD AND TAKE NOTHING FOR GRANTED. 
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